Approved ForRelppRei00S1A14.1GIAROEANAAEEIR000300040014-2

WASH)NG-TON D.C. 2050%

?
i
4
|

22 Maxrch 1976_

Honorable Edmund Muskie, Chairman , [ S L
Committee on Budget _ o "' BN Fatan N
United States Senate o o ' o :
Washington, D.C. 20510

Deax Mr. Chairmam

Within the past few weeks I have had several conversa uon° wﬁh T
Senators Alan Cranston and Peter Domenici on the subject of information "7 - -
which the Budget Committee might feel it needs on the budp‘e( d))d ¥ edeed R
areas concermng the 1nte1hgenc:e commumty’ o : , e

In our most recent meeting, Senator Cranstan requested the = 0 AR

total budget figures of the intelligence community and ifs component e
agencies, e.g., CIA, DIA and NSA. He also expressed interest in some L g
" additional information relating to major functional Cdf_(,f’()]“]e Veithiin. R
those total budget areas. o : SRR L

P

1 said tha’: 1 would look into the matter, but upon Jearning of =7 -7 1
Senator Cranston's desire to ultimately release atleast the total budget
figures to the public, I expressed grave reservations. "My predecessors - L
in this position have taken a similar view on this subject. Additionally, = 7" -

'as you know, both Houses of Congress have considered this is saue i
and have voted decisively against publishing intelligence budget £ grul es. .
I did indicate, however, that I would consider Senator Cranston's 5.7 . o S

- request for access on a classified basis and would discuss the matter = 7 Do e

with the leadership of our oversight committees fa elicit their guidance. )

- Ihave now consulted the leaders of our existing Senate oversight a
committees. They agree with me that a final decision on this mafter be
delayed until the Senate has acted on the overall question of oversight.
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" As you know, it is my intention to cooperate fully with those -
committees which the Congress determines should have oversight
over intelligence matters. I would hope, however, that the Congrrec‘;;'
in its wisdom, would limit access to sensifive intelligence infor mahon
to the fewest committees and committee s’nff members pos 1ch ”
I am, of course, always available to discuss this matter further
with you and the Budget Committee, but feel I must take this position

until the Senate has resolved the very issues '(haf: havc be(,n v al sed S

" by Senator Cranston's request.

\ Sincexely, 07

reor(pe Bush
Director .27 .-
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ccy Senator Alan Cranston
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